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Buyer's Guide: Perimeter Fencing (2025)
1. Introduction

Perimeter fencing forms the first line of defence for any property —
protecting people, assets, and buildings from unauthorized access,
vandalism, or theft. The right fencing solution provides security,
privacy, and visual deterrence, while enhancing your site’s overall
appearance and compliance with safety standards.

This guide will help you understand different types of fencing, their
benefits, limitations, best practices for selection, and the key
guestions to ask when choosing a fencing supplier or installer.

2. What Is Perimeter Fencing?

Perimeter fencing is a physical barrier installed around a property or
defined area to control access and improve security. It can be used

for:
. Commercial sites (offices, warehouses, logistics
hubs)
« Industrial premises (factories, utilities, data centres)
« Public spaces (schools, parks, transport
infrastructure)

. Residential developments (estates, gated communities)

Different materials and designs offer varying levels of security,
aesthetics, and cost-effectiveness.
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3. Common Types of Perimeter Fencing

Fence Type

Description

Typical Use

Steel Palisade

High-strength steel
with pointed pales

Industrial & utility sites

Mesh Panel (Welded
Mesh / 358 Mesh)

Anti-climb mesh panels
with excellent visibility

Schools, data centres,
high-security sites

Interwoven metal wire

Temporary or low-risk

Chain-Link
areas

Residential or
decorative use
Roadways,
construction sites

with flexibility
Natural aesthetic,
moderate security
Sound-dampening
solid fencing

Timber / Wooden

Acoustic / Noise
Barriers

Crash-Rated / Hostile
Vehicle Mitigation
(HVM)

Government, critical
infrastructure

Tested to stop or slow
vehicles

Fences with built-in
alarm or detection
technology

Electric or Sensor-
Integrated

High-security
environments

4. Benefits of Perimeter Fencing
Security and Safety

. Deters trespassers, vandals, and intruders.

« Protects staff, visitors, and assets.

« Supports compliance with insurance and health & safety
regulations.

Access Control

« Clearly defines property boundaries.
. Integrates with gates, barriers, and CCTV systems for
controlled entry.
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Privacy and Screening

« Limits visibility into the site and prevents unwanted
observation.
« Useful for confidential or sensitive operations.

Aesthetic Appeal

« Modern designs can improve the appearance and
professionalism of premises.

. Powder-coated finishes offer branding opportunities with
company colours.

Durability and Low Maintenance

. High-quality metal or composite fences offer long service life
and minimal upkeep.

5. Positives and Negatives of Perimeter Fencing

Aspect Positives Negatives
May not stop determined

Acts as a strong deterrent

Security . . intruders without
and physical barrier .
surveillance or alarms
Cost-effective compared e .
. High initial installation
Cost to security guards or
cost for advanced systems
patrols
: Industrial designs may
. Enhances site appearance . .
Aesthetics . . appear harsh in public
with modern finishes .
settings
Long lifespan, especially Timber or cheaper
Maintenance for galvanised or coated materials may require
metals regular maintenance

, . Permanent fencing can be
- Can be tailored to risk -
Flexibility . difficult to relocate or
level and site layout .
modify
Requires additional
investment for full
integration

Compatible with gates,

Integration
g CCTV, and access systems
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6. Key Questions to Ask When Buying Perimeter Fencing

Security and Design

1. What level of security risk is this fencing designed to mitigate?

2. Is the fence anti-climb and anti-cut?

3. Does it comply with BS 1722 standards or LPS 1175 security
ratings?

4. Can it be integrated with CCTV, lighting, or intruder detection
systems?

Materials and Build Quality

5. What materials are used — galvanised steel, aluminium,
timber, composite?

6. Is it corrosion-resistant or powder-coated for weather
protection?

7. What is the expected lifespan and maintenance schedule?

Installation

8. Is installation included in the price, and are installers certified?

9. What site preparation is required (groundworks, removal of old
fencing)?

10. How long will installation take, and will it disrupt site
operations?

Pricing and Warranty

11. What are the full costs, including gates, posts, and fixings?

12. Are there additional charges for custom heights, colours, or
finishes?

13. What warranty or guarantee do you offer on materials and
labour?
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Sustainability and Compliance

14. Are materials recyclable or from sustainable sources?
15. Does the installation meet local planning or safety
regulations?

Aftercare and Support

16. Do you offer maintenance contracts or inspections?

17. How quickly can repairs be made if the fence is damaged?

18. Can you provide references or case studies from similar
projects?

7. Best Practices for Choosing Perimeter Fencing

1. Conduct a Site Security Assessment
Identify perimeter vulnerabilities, access points, and required
protection levels.

2. Match Fencing to Risk Level
o Low risk - chain-link or timber
o Medium risk -~ mesh or palisade
o High risk — 358 mesh, electric, or HVYM systems

3. Consider Future Expansion
Choose modular fencing that can be easily extended or
adapted.

4. Integrate Security Systems
Combine fencing with gates, access control, and cameras for
layered security.

5. Balance Aesthetics and Functionality

Select finishes and styles that complement your surroundings.
6. Check Standards and Certifications

Ensure compliance with BS 1722 (Fencing Standards) and LPS
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1175 where applicable.
7. Review Supplier Reputation

Seek established providers with verified client references and a
proven safety record.

8. Typical Costs (UK 2025 Estimates)

Fencing Type Approx. Cost per Metre (Supply & Install, excl.
VAT)
Chain-link fencing £25 - £45
Timber fencing £30 - £60
Welded mgsh panel £50 - £90
fencing
Steel palisade fencing £70-£120
358 antl-cll_mb mesh £90 - £150
fencing
HVM / Crash-rated £950+
systems
Electric or sensor fencing £300+

Tip: Obtain at least three quotes from certified installers and
ensure each includes full details of materials, fixings, and labour.

9. Summary

Choosing the right perimeter fencing is about balancing security,
cost, appearance, and durability.

A well-designed fence can deter intruders, enhance safety, and
improve the appearance of your site — but only if it's properly
specified, installed, and maintained.

Before committing, always:

« Assess your security needs
« Verify compliance with recognised standards

Hollowgate House, Hollowgate, Rotherham, S60 2LD.

03300417 170 Www.sssystems.co.uk ll[ SS SySte MSs

sales@sssystems.co.uk

FIRE & SECURITY SPECIALISTS


https://sssystems.co.uk/

D sssystems Q06 D

FIRE & SECURITY SPECIALISTS

. Ask detailed questions about materials, warranties, and
installation
« Review both short-term cost and long-term maintenance

A reliable supplier will help you create a secure, professional
boundary that protects your assets for years to come.
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